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audiences of the seventies, the EAV 
people have produced a first-rate 
introduction, in film and sound, to sports 
in the Greek, Roman, and modern 
worlds. No dated Hollywood actors here, 
no toothless lions—techniques so often 
found in material of this kind. Instead, 
the ancient world of sport is presented 
through the media in use at the 
time—vase depictions, wall paintings, 
mosaics, and monuments—although two 
sequences do _ utilize scenes from 
Barabbas and Ben Hur (could the 
Romans have possibly produced a 
chariot race that good?). 

The color photography is superb, the 
music appropriate and moving, the 
commentary pointed and provocative. 
Best of all, sports now and then are 
viewed as representative of the values 
inherent in the civilizations they reflect, 
and a neat interplay is effected among the 
ancient Greek ideal of athletics, the 
Roman view of sport as spectacle, and the 
nationalistic trends evidenced so 
tragically at Munich two years ago. 

Here then is no idyll for a summer day, 
but rather a refreshing and penetrating 
look at sports as metaphor for the 
civilizations which produced them. 
Highly recommended. 

— Vincent J. Cleary 
University of Massachusetts 
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